
STAFFORD COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION MINUTES 
April 6, 2017 

 
The meeting of the Stafford County Historical Commission of Thursday, April 6, 2017, was called to order 
at 3:06 p.m. by Chairman Anita Dodd in the ABC Conference Room of the George L. Gordon, Jr., 
Government Center. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Richard Chichester, Jane Conner, Anita Dodd, and Ken Pitts 
      
MEMBERS ABSENT: Ann Best-Rolls and David Rodriguez 
 
STAFF PRESENT: Kathy Baker, Denise Knighting and Melannie Egan 
  
GUESTS PRESENT: Irma Clifton and Kerry Gonzalez  
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mrs. Dodd called the meeting to order and asked Mr. Pitts to call roll. 
 
ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS  
 
Mr. Pitts called roll and stated there was a quorum present. 
 
PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS 
 
Mrs. Dodd stated that she was going to change the agenda and start with Kerry Gonzalez with Dovetail as 
she was on a time limit and needed to present first. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. Civil War Database Update – Eric Mink, National Park Service 
 

Mr. Mink was not present to provide an update. 
  

2. Pratt Park – Storage of Artifacts 
 
Ms. Kerry Gonzalez of Dovetail began by stating that she had seen some of the artifacts that were found, and 
Bryon Counsell of Parks and Recreation had agreed to pay for the curation of them.  
 
Ms. Conner asked if it would be possible to use them at a later date once the new museum was built. 
 
Ms. Gonzalez explained about the DHR Loan System and stated authorized persons or researchers would be 
able to check out the artifacts for a period of time or even indefinitely. It was a very simple process. 
 
Ms. Baker referred back to the past meeting and the concern over proper storage space and asked if that was 
still a problem. 
 
Ms. Gonzalez stated no, DHR had the space.  DHR discard items regularly, items that have no long term 
research value.  
 
Ms. Baker asked about the fees that were involved. 
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Ms. Gonzalez stated that it was a onetime fee of $350.00 for a full box and $200.00 for a half box and if you 
were doing a lot, sometimes they would give a bulk rate. 
 
Mrs. Dodd asked about the discarded items, and if DHR would contact the owner or the source. 
 
Ms. Gonzalez stated they do not contact the owners. Once someone signs the donation agreement the 
artifacts become property of the state. She also clarified that the artifacts like the ones in the Pratt collection 
would never get discarded. Brick, coal, slag and oyster shells would be some of the types of items that would 
be discarded. 
 
Mrs. Dodd thanked Ms. Gonzalez for helping to clarify the issues that seemed confusing and asked if there 
were any special requirements for storing the items when they were checked out. 
 
Ms. Gonzalez stated that placing them in a glass case was fine, but not required.  She clarified that just not 
anyone could come in off the street and check out the items. The persons would have to be authorized, a 
qualified researcher credentials or such. She stated that the County would receive a copy of the donation 
form and printouts of any reports. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

3. Historic Preservation Awards 
 

Mrs. Dodd had some misgivings on some of the nominations. The wording in the awards process is intended 
for accomplishments that have been completed in the last year, not ones that were currently in progress. 
 
Armed Services Memorial 
 
Mr. Pitts motioned to hold off on the on the nomination and consider it a future candidate upon completion 
of the project. 
 
Mr. Chichester seconded the motion. 
 
The Commission voted 4-0 to approve. (Ann Best-Rolls, David Rodriguez absent) 
 
Civil War Park Cannons and Improvements 
  
Mr. Pitts motioned to pass on this nomination as Mr. Glenn Trimmer and the Abberly developer had already 
been recognized for their efforts. 
 
Mr. Chichester seconded the motion. 
 
The Commission voted 4-0 to approve. (Ann Best-Rolls, David Rodriguez absent) 
 
D.P. Newton, White Oak Museum 
 
Ms. Conner stated that they would not have all of that Civil War history if it was not for Mr. D.P. Newton 
and he had never been recognized for his efforts.  
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Mr. Chichester agreed with Ms. Conner. He had done a tremendous amount for the historical preservation of 
the items. 
 
Ms. Conner also stated that if it were not for him that all of the items would be in the ground and under 
concrete. He documented every item on maps and took a lot of time documenting that information. 
 
Mrs. Dodd stated that as a preservationist, she felt that it was not done in a professional way. 
 
Mr. Pitts commented that many others have documented a lot worse, and made a motion to approve the 
nomination. 
 
Mr. Chichester seconded the motion. 
 
The motion to approve the nomination passed 3-1. (Mrs. Dodd opposed, Ann Best-Rolls and David 
Rodriguez absent) 
 
Knight House 
 
Ms. Conner motioned to hold off on this nomination and consider it as a future candidate once the 
rehabilitation was complete. 
 
Mr. Pitts seconded the motion. 
 
The Commission voted 4-0 to approve. (Ann Best-Rolls, David Rodriguez absent) 
 
Mountjoy House- Preservation Award 
 
Mr. Pitts motioned to approve the nomination. 
 
Mr. Chichester seconded the motion. 
 
The Commission voted 4-0 to approve. (Ann Best-Rolls, David Rodriguez absent) 
 
Mrs. Irma Clifton and Shelton’s Cottage 
 
Mr. Pitts motioned to approve the nomination. 
 
Ms. Conner seconded the motion. 
 
The Commission voted 4-0 to approve. (Ann Best-Rolls, David Rodriguez absent) 
 
Mrs. Barbara Kirby  
 
Mrs. Dodd informed the Commission that Mrs. Kirby had resigned and she felt that she needed to be 
recognized for her service to Stafford County.  
 
Ms. Baker had suggested the Board of Supervisors should recognize Mrs. Kirby also. 
 
Mr. Pitts motioned to approve the nomination. 
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Ms. Conner seconded the motion. 
 
The Commission voted 4-0 to approve. (Ann Best-Rolls, David Rodriguez absent) 
 
Mr. David Berreth 
 
Mrs. Dodd wanted to add a Lifetime Achievement category to the preservation awards program. She wanted 
to nominate Mr. David Berreth, director of Belmont, for this award. She felt that the Lifetime Achievement 
category would be appropriate for his nomination. 
 
 
Ms. Conner motioned to approve the nomination. 
 
Mr. Chichester seconded the motion. 
 
The Commission voted 4-0 to approve. (Ann Best-Rolls, David Rodriguez absent) 
 
Ms. Conner stated she liked the idea of a Lifetime Achievement Award.  
 
The Commission added the Lifetime Achievement Award to the list of awards. 
 
Mrs. Dodd asked about the plaques, and stated she had emailed Ms. Best-Rolls about getting them up to date, 
but had not heard from her and she had not been to a meeting in a year. 
 
Ms. Baker stated that she just needed to know what to put on the plaques and she would take care of it. Ms. 
Baker stated she would draft a proof and forward it to the Commission for approval.  
 
Mrs. Dodd asked about the status of updating the plaque in the lobby.  Ms. Baker stated that Ms. Knighting 
had already begun to get the individual plaques up to date and make them available and displayed for the 
award ceremony on May 8th.   
 
Ms. Conner asked about food at the ceremony.  Ms. Baker said that staff would provide finger foods for it, 
rather than have people cook. 
 
Ms. Baker suggested that the Board of Supervisors prepare a proclamation recognizing Barbara Kirby and 
David Berreth for their service to the community as well as presenting them with a preservation award. Mrs. 
Dodd was to provide some information about Mrs. Kirby's work in the county and the recent newspaper 
article about Mr. Berreth was to be used for Mr. Berreth's proclamation. This information was to be made 
available to Kathy Baker by May 1st.  
 

4. Virginia Bridge Report 
 

Mrs. Dodd asked for updates on the bridge. 
 
Ms. Baker reminded her that she was going to go look at it. 
 
Mrs. Dodd stated she tried to locate the old Route 1 Bridge at the Rowser Building but could not find it. She 
believed it would not be eligible because it was not in use. 
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The Commission discussed the location of the bridge and clarified there were just remains of it and it was not 
in use. Ms. Baker set up the overheard computer so everyone could see where it was on the map. 
 
Mrs. Dodd thought that VDOT was asking about bridges that were actually in use, and asked for 
clarification. 
 
Ms. Baker stated she would try and find the letter and verify. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
Mrs. Dodd stated that she had attended the Planning Commission meeting concerning the Dunbar Kitchen 
plan. She expressed the Commission's concerns about the parking area planned for the Dunbar Kitchen. She 
suggested that the two modern garages to the east of the kitchen on the property be removed and the planned 
parking in front of the kitchen be moved to that area. This would keep the visual integrity of the building 
more intact while providing the needed parking. She stated that the attorney for the project like the idea. The 
Planning Commission had the same concern as well as many others that would have to be addressed. The 
plan was still preliminary and not set in stone, so she suggested that everyone keep abreast of the progress. 
 
Mrs. Dodd stated she received a call with concerns about Greenbank Farm. The gentleman was asking about 
a trail that was supposed to be there by the river and a Civil War balloon site. The trail was there but there 
was no signage and he asked for any information regarding the Civil War balloon site.   
 
Mr. Pitts said he would try to find some information.  
 
Mrs. Dodd stated that there was $25,000 given out for county parks. She asked the Commission Members to 
go to the website nrpa.org and nominate the county for the grant. Mrs. Dodd stated she would forward the 
information via email.  She stated that $25,000 could go a long way. 
 

5. England Run North Barn 
 
Mrs. Dodd stated that she had not heard anything else regarding the HOA. 
 
Ms. Baker stated that last month they had talked about contacting the HOA. A letter could be sent out 
initially but there were no mechanisms in place that allow for follow-up or to notify an HOA when cultural 
resources within the development are handed over to the HOA. She stated when an approval letter was sent 
out on a project with a historic resource on it, it may be to address the historical resource and that the HOA 
needs to be notified a that it should be maintained by them, recommendations from the Historical 
Commission could be added to the letter as well. 
 

6. Falmouth Master Interpretive Plan Implementation   
 
There were no new developments or information to present. 
 

7. Proposed Ordinance O06-47 – July 18, 2006 – Archaeological Surveys & Investigations 
 

Not addressed 
 
ADDITIONAL CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS 
 

 
Page 5 of 7 

 



Historical Commission Minutes 
April 6, 2017 
 
Mrs. Dodd told the Commission that Mr. Brad Hatch who works for Dovetail had reached out to let her 
know that he would be willing to serve as a member on the Historical Commission and that Mrs. Kirby was 
going to include in her formal resignation, a recommendation for Mr. Hatch to Mr. Cavalier.  
 
Ms. Baker stated that the Board of Supervisors would have to approve it as an official appointment and Ms. 
Baker stated that she would make sure the recommendation would be put on the agenda. 
 
Mrs. Dodd stated that Mr. Hatch had a PHD and an Undergraduate degree in Preservation and was a major 
player with Dovetail. She stated that his wife is a professor at the University of May Washington.  She felt he 
would be a great asset to the Commission. 
 
 ADDITIONAL PRESENTATIONS BY THE PUBLIC 
 
Mrs. Clifton started out by stating that she respected and understood Mrs. Dodd and her position regarding 
Mr. D. P. Newton. She stated that she supported Mr. Newton for the nomination because he knew where 
every bullet came from and that his museum has been very positive for the community. He had been 
recognized for having the best museum in the country for its size.   
 
Mrs. Clifton stated she spoke to the developers about Dunbar Kitchen and was told they were not going to 
put the sidewalk in and they were considering moving the parking to the east side of the kitchen where the 
garages there had been considered for a restaurant.  
 
Mrs. Baker asked about the potential parking to the side. It is possible that they may put a sit down restaurant 
in and keep the foot print of the 2010 storage building. They wanted to be able to use that if they chose to 
down the road. They will have to submit a new site plan when they are ready for that. 
 
Mrs. Clifton stated that she was told that there would not be any new construction. 
 
Mrs. Baker stated there was nothing to restrict them from new construction. And the amount of parking 
spaces would depend on the plan and they would not know until the plan was submitted. 
 
Mrs. Clifton then passed out a flyer about the event at Shelton Cottage and she encouraged people to come 
down to support Shelton Cottage.  
 
Mrs. Dodd said she had one more thing to report.  She had another box of artifacts that was from the 
Magistrate’s office and had been there since 2010.  There was a concrete footer that was placed at the 
foundation, however the concrete was not compatible with the original brick and it was deteriorating. It is 
one of the oldest municipal buildings in the Stafford County and built around the 1830’s. The building was 
deteriorating and would eventually fall down. The Commission needed to write a letter to Stafford County to 
inform them of the deterioration and at least they would know and could possibly have something fixed. 
 
Mr. Chichester motioned for Mrs. Dodd to write the letter. 
 
Ms. Conner seconded the motion. 
 
Ms. Baker stated that the letter should be addressed to the County Administrator. 
 
The Motion passed 4-0. (Ann Best-Rolls, David Rodriguez absent) 
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REPORTS BY COMMISSION MEMBERS  
 
None 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Mr. Chichester made a motion to approve the minutes for March 2, 2017. 
 
Ms. Conner seconded. 
 
The motion passed 4-0.  (Ann Best-Rolls, David Rodriguez absent) 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mr. Pitts made a motion to adjourn. 
 
Mr. Chichester seconded the motion. 
 
With no further business to discuss, the Commission voted 4-0 the meeting adjourned at 4:26 p.m. 
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